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Pastor Cathe 
Evins

Update on Our 
Transitioning 
Process

Since the date (February 5th) that our 
church voted to disaffiliate from the UMC and 
voted to affiliate with the Global Methodist 
Church, there have been many details to tend 
to behind the scenes. Remember, our transition 
process will become complete after the Annual 
Conference ratifies our decision to leave the 
UMC, and that will take place in June. Mean-
while, here are some updates that you may or 
may not be aware of:

1) Our Office Staff has updated our Face-
book page, church website, worship bulletin, 
and other printed materials to reflect our new 
name (First Methodist Church Seguin). They 
are also preparing to make hard copies of our 
church records for us to retain, since the exist-

ing records must be turned over to the Annual 
Conference. 

2) Our Trustees have examined all of our 
current signage and have plans to update all of 
our signs by June 1st. The updated signs will 
have the Global Methodist emblem on them, 
rather than the Cross and Flame emblem. The 
trustees are also working on finalizing the Rio 
Texas Disaffiliation Agreement, which must be 
completed and turned in by the end of May, 
along with the required exit fee payments (ap-
portionments and unfunded pension liability 
payment). 

3) Our Church Council has approved a 
recommendation by the SPRC (Staff Parish 
Relations Committee), to retain our current 

Easter Lilies
Lilies add a wonderful and meaningful 

element to worship each year at Easter. Lilies 
can be ordered for $15 each to be placed in the 
chancel area on Easter Sunday by contacting 
the church office by April 2. Lilies can be given 
in honor of someone or in memory of someone 
that you wish to remember this Easter. All gifts 
will be acknowledged in the bulletin.

clergy as we transition to the Global Methodist 
Church. This will require that both Ray and I 
transfer our clergy credentials to the Global 
Methodist Church, which we have agreed to do. 

4) We have sent in our Church Application 
for Admission to the Mid-Texas Conference of 
the Global Methodist Church. Until the final 
ratification vote takes place in June, we will be 
considered as “provisional status” within the 
Global Methodist Church. 

I am so thankful for the staff and leadership 
in our church who are handling all of these 
details in such a proficient and timely manner. 
I’m thankful for your patience as a congrega-
tion as we complete this process. And most of 
all, I’m thankful for the promise and assurance 
that God is leading us and guiding us through 
this to a wonderful new beginning for our 
church! I’m excited to be a part of all that God 
is doing here at First Methodist Seguin and I 
hope you are too!

Blessings, Cathe

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Palm Sunday – April 2

Traditional Worship at 8:00am & 10:30am - Sanctuary
Seasons Worship at 10:30am - Christian Life Center

Good Friday – April 7
Traditional Worship and Choir Cantata at 7:00pm - Sanctuary

Easter Sunday – April 9
Sunrise Service at 6:45 am - Prayer Garden 

(followed by breakfast in Christian Life Center)
Traditional Worship at 8:00am & 10:30am - Sanctuary
Seasons Worship at 10:30am - Christian Life Center
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Year-to-Date Financial Report 
February, 2023
   
Donations   $123,048.00 
Expenses   $129,419.00 
Expenses Exceed Donations by:  
  $6,371.00
   
Checking Account Balance     
Beg. Balance as of 1/1 $83,257.00 
End. Balance as of 2/28  $76,886.00 

Pastor Ray Perales

Last month, for a good portion of the 
month, in the small town of Wilmore, Ken-
tucky, a movement of the Holy Spirit was 
experienced.  Some called it a revival, others 
an awakening.  Whatever sobriquet we want 
to apply, what is certain is that the Spirit was 
indeed moving.  It took place in the chapel at 
Asbury University (not to be confused with 
Asbury Theological Seminary, just across 
the way).  It was spontaneous, and it was 
student-led.

What was intended to 
be a typical, scheduled 
chapel service trans-
formed into a weeks-
long event of prayer and 
praise.  Students from 
other universities trav-
eled to Wilmore, hunger-
ing for just a bit of that 
experience.  Pilgrims 
came from across the 
nation so that they could 
share in what the Spir-
it was accomplishing.  
Throughout all of it, the 
students and university 
did what they could to 
keep it out of the media, 
and turned down offers 
from Christian “celebrities” offering to come 
and “offer their services.”

This gave rise to many questions, the chief 
of which was, “Why can’t that happen here?”  
The “here” varied depending on the question-
er.  Typi-
c a l l y,  i t 
r e f e r r e d 
t o  t h e i r 
church or 

community.  One comment I read from a fel-
low clergy wondered whether that could hap-
pen at another Methodist seminary, to which 
another replied, “I can’t imagine it even when 
Billy Abraham was there.”

This got me thinking.  We could focus on 
the negative, that the person could not imagine 
such a Spiritual movement at the seminary.  
On the other hand, we could focus on the 
comment about Billy Abraham.  Billy was a 
seminary professor and clergyman.  He helped 

to begin the Wesley House of Studies at Truett 
Seminary (Baylor University).  Many, myself 
included, considered him to be the preeminent 
scholar on Wesleyan theology of our time, and 
a man of deep, devout faith.  

The significance of the comment regarding 
Billy is simple.  His mere presence at any given 
place is reason enough to cause someone to 
believe that there could be a great movement of 
the Holy Spirit.  His faith was that deep.  I say 
“was” because we lost Billy back in 2021.  His 
legacy, of course, lives on through the many 
lives that he blessed with his wisdom and wit.  

What the Church needs are more “Billys.”  
This is not to say that we need more scholars, 
but rather people who are committed to God 

and His Bride, the Church.  We need people 
whose faith is so deep, that their mere 
presence is enough to make others wonder, 
“Will the Spirit move?  After all, so-and-so 
is here today.”  May we all have that kind 
of faith that brings with it expectation, for 
God’s Kingdom and glory.
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Weekday School Director: Courtney Wieding

April is all about SPRING and our ever-
growing kiddos, are watching for the Memo-
rial Garden flowers and veggies in hopes of 
May blooms. This month also each year we 
celebrate our Weekday students during The 
Week of the Young Child. This year it is the 
week of  April 17th – 21st . We will have 
special daily activities and guests along with 
daily dress up themes. As tradition holds, we 
will wrap up the week with our very own 
preschoolers singing  during the 10:30 Tradi-
tional and Contemporary services, under the 
leadership of our marvelous music teacher, 

Ms. Christie Hewitt. The Weekday School 
Alumni Scholarship will also be awarded dur-
ing these services. 

Registration for our 2023/2024 school 
year is still open in our 1-year-old classes 
(12-23 months by 09/01/23). Please contact 
the Weekday School office for more informa-
tion at 830-379-4116 or by email school@
seguinmethodist.org.

Blessings,
Courtney Wieding

Happy April!This is a busy time of year in 
our church, and the children of First Methodist 
Church are hands on. 

Palm Sunday is April 2nd; we would like 
to have children help pass out palms at the 
beginning of each service. If you would like 
to help with this, please arrive a little early.  

Easter Sunday is April 9th; for The Flower-
ing of the Cross, we will have carnations avail-
able near the cross outside of the sanctuary.

Easter Sunday, April 9th our Easter egg 
hunt will be during the Sunday school hour, 
9:15am.

For more information, please contact Ve-
ronica Miller, Children’s Ministry Director at 
childrensministry@fumcseguin.com or call the 
church office at (830) 379-4112. Thank you!

Peace and Love,
 Veronica Miller

Director: Veronica Miller 

Sunday school: room 208  9:15-10:15am
(prek4 to 5th Grade) 

Music-Knolle Chapel 10:00-10:15 

Children’s Church: Hierholzer Hall 10:30
David Cook Curriculum

Nursery- room 206B 8am & 10:30am
(4 years and under) 

Celebrate Wonder- Spring

Bible Verse: He isn’t here, but has been 
raised. (Luke 24:6a)

Unit 2 Faith Word: Resurrection: Hope in 
God’s promise for new life in Jesus.

Palm Sunday (Mark 11:1-11)
Easter (Luke 24:1-12)
Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)
Thomas (John 20:19-31)
Ascension (Luke 24:50-53)

Upcoming events

VBS Planning Meeting, March 26th 
Meeting in Rm10 at 11:45am

Palm Sunday, April 2nd 
Children are invited to help pass out 
palms as the congregation arrives.

Easter Sunday, April 9th 
Our Easter egg hunt will be during the 

Sunday school hour, 9:15am.

Vacation Bible School
Save The Date 

June 12th-16th  - 8:45a-11:45a
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Pastor Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor for Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Wednesday Youth to Thrive
5:30 - 5:45 pm  Games, Hanging Out
5:45 - 6:15 pm  Dinner
6:15 - 7:00 pm Devotional

As many of you may know, I have chosen 
to stay a United Methodist pastor. I feel so 
strongly about my call with the UMC and look 
forward to what God has planned for my fu-
ture! With that said I am so excited that Bishop 
Schnase and the Conference Cabinet have 
appointed me to Rockport United Methodist 
Church. I will be finishing my time with you at 
the end of June and begin in Rockport in July.

My time here at First United Methodist 
Church of Seguin has been amazing. As a 
congregation you have allowed me to grow 
and flourish not only as a pastor but person-
ally. The relationships I have built with y’all 
are deep and mean the world to me. My time 
here has truly been a blessing. I want to thank 
you for the support, guidance and love you 
have shown me. As I am working through this 
transition, God keeps placing two scriptures on 
my heart and mind: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 and 
1 Corinthians 13.

In 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 we see the Apos-
tle Paul used the human body to describe the 
church as a whole. As the Methodist Church is 
changing this scripture is a great reminder that 
even if we do not have the same theological 
views we are all one in Christ. As Christians, 

and more specifically Methodists, Christ is at 
the head of our church and we must strive for 
unity within the diversity of our culture. But 
the body of Christ crosses every racial, cultural 
and social barrier, uniting people under one 
umbrella alone: the Christ of the gospel. 

So, as we move forward, I pray that we can 
respect each other and part feeling blessed to 
have Christ’s grace in common and that we 
can mirror this grace to all those around us. 
But this grace can only be given and received 
well if we remember 1 Corinthians 13 for love 
is indispensable, healing and the reflection of 
our Lord and savior. Christ is Love which is 
patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, 
is not proud, does not dishonor others, is not 
self-seeking, is not easily angered, keeps no 
record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres 
and Love never fails. Through Christ we find 
the most powerful things of all: faith, hope and 
love with the greatest of these to be Love for 
Christ is Love. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Mel

College Finals 
Care Packages
Addresses Needed Now

Do You Have Offspring Attending College? 
Spring Break is over and the final leg of 

the Spring Semester is upon us.  It’s time for 
us to collect addresses so that the church will 
be ready to send care packages or an envelope 
with gifts inside when finals roll around. This 
gesture is to give them a lift during finals and to 
let them know their church family is thinking 
of them and has them in their prayers.

Please provide their address to Terry Webb 
830-477-1341 or Dean Webb 830-477-1340 or 
webbo97@aol.com.  You may also give their 
addresses to the Church Office.

PS: Grand Offspring are permitted also.
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Texas Ramps Project Update

Habitat for Humanity recently wrapped up 
work on the Montanez’s family home. After 
many hours of hard work put in by volunteers 
and the Montanez’s family, we were able to 
celebrate with a Dedication Ceremony on 
Thursday, March 16th with friends, family, 
and the community. 

Even though this joyful celebration marked 
the end of the build, it also marked the begin-
ning of many memories to come in their new 
home.

Upcoming Events - 
March 25th, 2023
Habitat for Humanity will be hosting an 

ecumenical build day at LoneStar Home Solu-
tions 1225 E College St, Seguin where we will 
be assembling the wall sets for our next house 
on  Spruce St.  

The Texas Ramps Team at First Methodist 
Church continues to serve Guadalupe County 
by building ramps for families in need.   During 
late February and March, the team from First 
Methodist Church built two more ramps.  

The ramp we built in late February was 
in McQueeney.  There was short ramp at 
the door that lead onto her porch, but did 
not provide access off the porch without 
significant help.  So the 1st task was to 
remove that old ramp.  We also had to 
cut out a section of the existing porch 
railing where the new ramp was going 
to go.  Then we could start building the 
new ramp.  Well, technically it was 2 
ramps.  The 1st was at the door to allow 
access out of the house onto the porch.  
Then another ramp to go from the porch 
over to the driveway.  The initial ramp at 
the door was fairly uneventful - but we 
did have to do a little modifying to allow for 
Kevin (her pet dog) to come out onto the porch 
without escaping.  Then came the main ramp.  
The challenge for that one was that we had to 
come off the porch and go between the HVAC 
unit and a fairly large tree.  To make that work, 
the tree is slightly smaller now - we had to cut 
a very small notch out so that the ramp could 
be set at the 5 degree angle.  We also had to cut 
a small branch down that was hanging down 
right in the middle of the ramp’s path. 

As we were wrapping up, we invited Ms 
McConnell to come take the maiden voyage 
on the ramp.  She was extremely grateful and 
her caretaker noted that she had been waiting 

to schedule a needed surgery until she had this 
ramp built.  As well, she noted that she had 
been in this duplex for 4 years and this was the 
1st time she had been able to get off her porch.  

The ramp build in March was for the 
Pastor of “King’s Cross Church”.  For 
this ramp we once again had to start with 
a small ramp from the door to the porch, 
then build the main ramp from the porch 
out towards the parking area.  During our 
initial site visit and discussion with Pas-
tor Johnson, he stated that his doctor had 
delayed doing his initial foot surgery until 
they could get the ramp built.  The main 
ramp was simply a straight shot off the 
porch, so the build time was very quick.  
The Pastor’s wife (Cynthia) made coffee 
for the build team and also got donuts for 
the team.  However, we finished the build so 

quickly, we had everything wrapped up before 
she got back with the donuts.  There were a 
couple of us still there when she got back, so 
we did get to talk with her for a couple minutes 
and like Pastor Johnson, she was extremely 
grateful for the new ramp.  The other good 
news for Pastor Johnson is that they now have 
his first foot surgery scheduled for March 24th. 

One extra task that the team has taken on 
this past month is working with a couple folks 
from the Sunrise Lions Club.  We have had a 
couple folks from their organization there to 
watch, learn, and help with the pre-builds and 
the build process.  The Sunrise Lions Club is 
looking at the possibility of putting a team 
together to help out with building ramps in 
the Seguin area.  They greatly appreciated the 
opportunity to work with our team and see/
learn the process 1st hand. 

Also worth noting is that for the moment 
we are caught up.  There is only one other 
outstanding referral for Guadalupe County and 
the 1st Baptist Church team already has that 
one in their line of sight.  Of course, it seems 
that every time I say that there is an immedi-
ate influx of referrals.  But I think we are in 
standby mode at least for the rest of March.
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Rev. Cathe Evins
Senior Pastor, Ext. 204

pastorcathe@seguinmethodist.org

Rev. Ray Perales
Associate Pastor, Ext. 203

pastorray@seguinmethodist.org

Rev. Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor, Ext. 206

pastormelissa@fumcseguin.com

Courtney Wieding
Weekday School Director, Ext. 210

school@seguinmethodist.org

Veronica Miller
Children’s Ministry Director, Ext. 205

children@seguinmethodist.org

Danna Meyers
Wesley Nurse, Ext. 306

dmeyers@mhm.org

Keith Robinson
Music Director, Ext. 208

nkrobin@satx.rr.com

Scott Wilkinson
Seasons Music Director

Shirley Otero
Organist

Melissa DePalermo
Office Manager, Ext. 202

 office@seguinmethodist.org

Bonnie Dixon
Church Treasurer, Ext. 207

finance@seguinmethodist.org

Michelle Finch
Receptionist, Ext. 201

receptionist@seguinmethodist.org

Church Staff

Saturday- April 1
6:00p Spring Fling/Talent Showcase, CLC
Sunday- April 2
7:00a UMM Breakfast, CLC
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday - April 3
6:30p NAMI Support Group, HH
Tuesday - April 4
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
9:30a Women Of Action
6:00p Wkday School Brd Mtg, Rm10
Wednesday -April 5
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:30p NAMI Family Support Group, HH
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - April 6
10:00a Ladies Bible Study, Parlor
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study
Friday - April 7, Good Friday
Church Office Closed
7:00p Good Friday Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday-April 9, Easter Sunday
6:45a Sunrise Worship, Prayer Garden
7:30a Sunrise Breakfast, CLC
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary 
9:15a Sunday School/Easter Egg Hunt
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday -April 10
10:00a My Healthy Child Program
Tuesday - April 11
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:30p Missions/Evangelism Mtg, HH
Wednesday - April 12
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - April 13
10:00a Ladies Bible Study, Parlor

Sunday- April 16
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday - April 17
6:30p NAMI Support Group, HH
Tuesday -April 18
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:30p Finance Committee Mtg, HH
Wednesday - April 19
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:30p NAMI Family Support Group, HH
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - April 20
10:00a Ladies Bible Study, Parlor
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study
6:30p Board of Trustees, HH
7:00p PFLAG
Saturday- April 22
8:00 Habitat Workday 
Sunday - April 23
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Tuesday - April 25
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
Wednesday -April 26
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - April 27
10:00a  Ladies Bible Study, Parlor
5:00p Whole Food Plant Based Potluck, HH
Sunday - April 30
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC


