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Pastor Cathe Evins

“Lent Is 
Upon Us!”

 It may seem as though we have just 
finished celebrating Christmas, but already 
Easter is on the horizon! It’s early this year, 
and the celebration of Easter is always pre-
ceded by Lent in Christian churches. Lent is 
the season of preparation before Easter.  
Ash Wednesday marks the first day, or the start 
of the season of Lent, which begins 40 days 
prior to Easter (Sundays are not included in 
the count). Lent is a time when we prepare for 
Easter by observing a period of fasting, repen-
tance, moderation and spiritual discipline. The 
purpose is to set aside time for reflection on 
Jesus Christ - his suffering and his sacrifice, his 
life, death, burial and resurrection. Put simply, 
it is a time in which we are invited to simplify 
our lives to focus on our relationship with God 
in Christ. 

 This year, Ash Wednesday fell on 
Wednesday, February 22nd. The first Sunday 
in Lent was February 26th. Easter is April 
9th. Now that we are in the season of Lent, 
I invite you and encourage you to observe a 
holy Lenten season by participating in some 
of the special activities we have planned in 
observance of Lent.

 Pastor Ray will be conducting mid-
week Lenten services on Wednesday evenings 
in Knolle Chapel, and Karen Aufderhaar will 
be teaching a Tuesday Bible Study throughout 
Lent. As we get closer to Easter, the choir 
will present their Easter Cantata, and we will 
have our Easter Sunrise service presented by 
our youth, in addition to our normal Easter 
services. 

      We have so much to be thankful for, 
and our salvation in Christ tops the list of all 
else! May this Lenten season take you even 
deeper into the realization of what Christ has 
done for you at the cross. Surely, the love of 
God in Christ is the most amazing gift of all! 
Thanks be to God! 

Blessings, Cathe

Thank you SOOO much for all of 
the prayers, cards, texts, emails, 
flowers and meals! I have surely 

felt the love of Christ through all 
of you and my heart is filled to 

overflowing. I am so glad to have 
a church family like you cheering 
me on as I go through this healing 

process.  You are the best and I 
thank God for you daily! 

Love in Christ, Cathe

We will gather together for Lenten 
services starting on Ash Wednesday 

and concluding the Wednesday before 
Holy Week. Please see the schedule 
below and make plans to join us.

Lenten Worship Schedule
February 22, noon, Knolle Chapel 
February 22, 7:00 p.m, Sanctuary
March 1, 7:00 p.m, Knolle Chapel
March 8, 7:00 p.m, Knolle Chapel

March 15, 7:00 p.m., Knolle Chapel
March 22 , 7:00 p.m., Knolle Chapel
March 29, 7:00 p.m., Knolle Chapel



MARCH 1, 2023Page 2

Pastor Ray Perales

There are two issues that I’d like to address this month.  Typically, I try to keep my Scroll 
article to a single issue, and certainly close to home, but both of these experiences, I feel, ap-
ply to us directly.

 First, I’d be remiss to neglect mentioning the spiritual awakening that occurred at 
Asbury University, and that is now spreading to other universities across the nation.  For about 
ten consecutive days, 24 hours a day, people were experiencing Jesus.  There were no famous 
names attached to the movement, save for the Holy Spirit.  It was led by students at the university.  
People travelled from elsewhere in the country, and even from other nations, to experience the 
Holy Spirit firsthand, just to “come and see” what God was doing in the small town of Wilmore, 
Kentucky.

 People wonder why this experience does not happen more, why it does not happen here, 
etc.  The question is, are we ready for the Holy Spirit to truly move in our church, community, 
our individual lives?  That will require change on our part.  It will require some discomfort, 
some breaking free of the things we’re used to.  It might mean, Lord forbid, that we worship 
without time constraints.  In short, Holy Spirit will come and move in our midst for days on 
end when we’re ready to set aside those days on end for the Spirit to do what He will. 

 The other issue concerns “inclusivity.”  With our disaffiliation vote now in the rear-view 
mirror, inclusivity remains an issue, not just for the church, but for society at-large.  Some will 
say that “diversity is our strength,” but that is not necessarily so.  It could be a strength, but it 
is not a strength simply for being diversity.  If you have two people going in diverse directions, 
bound together, neither will make it to their chosen destination.  If they do, it will be by drag-
ging the other person away from theirs.

 Furthermore, the question of how to be inclusive stands.  I find it easy to be “inclusive” 
of entire, somewhere-in-the-ether groups, much more so than being inclusive of individuals.  
When we claim to be inclusive toward a group, whether it be age-based, race-based, sexuality-
based, or what have you, it isn’t real.  This way of thinking identifies a bloc of people and treats 
them as if they are identical because of some shared trait.  

Instead, let us be inclusive of individuals.  Be respectful of the person that comes to worship.  
Treat one another with kindness, even when we disagree.  That is what First Methodist Church 
has done, and what we need to continue doing.  In this, we are truly a welcoming church, one 
that practices and demonstrates true Christian hospitality, and therefore the love that Christ has 
for the strangers in our midst.

Weclome Susie Merrell who joined our 
church family January 22

Weclome Allison Williamson who 
joined our church family on February 5

Weclome Sheri Lorance who joined 
our church family January 29

Calling Ladies to the solid rock of Scripture    

Please make time for a ladies’ small group Bible study into the book of James! Emphasizing 
such important and timeless aspects of being a Christian as: growing in faith, remaining stead-
fast and authentic in the faith, living in the world yet set apart from it, and standing strong in 
humility and prayer. Each week, a printed lesson for daily use: background information and key 
points in James, verses to look up and ponder, questions to answer for improved understanding 
and life application, members’ sharing of learning points, fellowship. The study accommodates 
learners at all levels of Bible knowledge.

Meeting Thursdays for 9 weeks
March 16 – May 11  

 Church Parlor  10:00 – 11:15am      
Fellow learner and guide: Karen Aufderhaar 
Class size limited to 14,  by preregistration  

Materials fee  $8

For further information, or to secure your place call Karen  (830.305.5500)
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Year-to-Date Financial Report 
January, 2023  
 
Donations   $73,109.00
Expenses   $65,234.00
Expenses Exceed Donationss by:   
      $7,875.00
   
Checking Account Balance   
Beg. Balance as of 1/1/23         $83,257.00
End. Balance as of 1/31/23       $91,132.00

Texas Ramps Project Update
 The Texas Ramps Team prepared the 

materials for 3 ramps in February. One for the 
Baptist Church team, one for the Friedens 
Church team, and one for the 1st Methodist 
Church team.  As part of those prebuilds, we 
also welcomed a new person from the Sunrise 
Lions Club.  They are looking to start a Ramps 
Team to help in Guadalupe Co.  

 Two of the ramps we prepared 
were built late in the month by the  Friedens 
Church and the 1st Methodist Church teams.  
Regretfully, the family that the 1st Baptist 
Church was going to build for reported that 
the recipient's health had taken a severe turn 
for the worse and he would not be returning 
home.

 We also utilized 2 of the short ramps 
we keep in the warehouse to help 2 different 
families during February.  As well, during 
February we received 3 more referrals.  
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Director: Veronica Miller Weekday School Director: Courtney Wieding

Celebrate Wonder- Spring
Bible verse: He said many things to them 
in parables (Matthew 13:3a)

Unit 1 Faith Word: Parables, The stories 
Jesus told that teach us how to live.

The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)
The Two Houses (Matthew 7:24-27)
The Sower and the Seeds(Matthew 13:1-9
The Last Supper (Mark 14:12-26)

Sunday school: room 208  9:15-10:15am
(prek4 to 5th Grade) 

Music-Knolle Chapel 10:00-10:15 

Children’s Church: Hierholzer Hall 10:30
David Cook Curriculum

Nursery- room 206B 8am & 10:30am
(4 years and under) 

 The busy season at the Weekday 
School is upon us! As we replant the Memo-
rial Garden planters with what we hope are 
May flowers and CELEBRATE Reading for 
Dr. Seuss’s Birthday! The 1-year-olds in the 
Kangaroo Nursery are all on the go while their 
neighbors, the Koalas, aren’t far too behind on 
all four. Our Preschoolers are hard at work on 
the last chunk of the alphabet before gradu-
ation and registration for Summer and Fall 
begins this month for current students and will 
start March 8th for church families!

 Please see the Weekday School 
webpage on the Church’s website under 
Ministries for the Registration Form, Tuition 
Rates, School Calendar, and the Admission 
Forms. If you would like to schedule a tour of 
the campus before registering, please call Ms. 
Courtney at (830)379-4116 or email school@
fumcseguin.com

Blessings,
Courtney Wieding

Isaiah 58:11
“The Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry and restoring your 

strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowering spring.” 

Our kids have been busy practicing for our Spring Performance in March. We invite all 
children to join us each Sunday for practice in Knolle Chapel from 10a.m. to 10:15a.m.You 
can also practice songs at home by scanning the QR code.

Upcoming events

Spring Performance 
Sunday, March 26th 

The children will sing during Children’s 
Time, all services.

Palm Sunday, April 2nd 
Children are invited to help pass out 
palms as the congregation arrives.

Easter Sunday, April 9th 
Our Easter egg hunt will be during the 

Sunday school hour, 9:15am.

For more information, please contact Veronica Miller, Children’s Ministry Director at 
childrensministry@fumcseguin.com or call the church office at (830) 379-4112. Thank you!
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Pastor Melissa Lind Associate Pastor 

Wednesday Youth to Thrive
5:30 - 5:45 pm  Games, Hanging Out
5:45 - 6:15 pm  Dinner
6:15 - 7:00 pm Devotional

 I would like to thank everyone for the 
overwhelming support with the youth Empty 
Bowl Project Fundraiser. All proceeds will be 
used for this summers’ mission trip to Rapid 
City, SD June 18th through the 24th. 

 The summer mission trip is the 
youths’ favorite activities of the year. They 
look forward to the mission outreach, worship 
and fellowship with other church groups from 
around the country. The deep connections with 
Christ and other students made on mission 
trips is truly life changing and the trips are a 
great way to strengthen the bond between our 
students and often lead to a lifelong connection 
with some of the other students in attendance 
from around the country. I find that the students 
love to share stories of their adventures of the 
mission trip over and over. 

 As we journey through Lent to Easter 
I would like to invite you to join the youth for 
this year’s Easter Sunrise service. The youth 
are putting together an interactive worship 
service to celebrate all that the resurrected 
Christ has done for us through his sacrifice. 
We will to Christ with trust and thankfulness 
for the forgiveness only He can give. Keeping 
our eyes on Christ is trusting that Christ will 
safely see us through every day no matter what 
that day may bring.  Thankfulness keeps us fo-
cused on the blessings we receive daily through 
Christ, helping us to look beyond the tough 
stuff, negative attitudes, and other sins that may 
easily entangle our daily lives. God has given 
us free will which gives us the choices we 
must make thousands of times every day, and 

the more we choose to trust Christ the easier 
the hard stuff becomes. We are reminded of 
this in Colossians 2:6-7, “So then, just as you 
received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, 
and overflowing with thankfulness.”

Blessings,
Pastor Mel 

We still have bowls! 
Reach out to Pastor Mel if you 

would like to buy one to support 
our Youth Misson’s Trip 
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Rev. Cathe Evins
Senior Pastor, Ext. 204

pastorcathe@fumcseguin.com

Rev. Ray Perales
Associate Pastor, Ext. 203

pastorray@fumcseguin.com

Rev. Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor, Ext. 206

pastormelissa@fumcseguin.com

Courtney Wieding
Weekday School Director, Ext. 210

school@fumcseguin.com

Veronica Miller
Children’s Ministry Director, Ext. 205
childrensministry@fumcseguin.com

Danna Meyers
Wesley Nurse, Ext. 306

dmeyers@mhm.org

Keith Robinson
Music Director, Ext. 208

nkrobin@satx.rr.com

Scott Wilkinson
Seasons Music Director

Shirley Otero
Organist

Melissa DePalermo
Office Manager, Ext. 202
 office@fumcseguin.com

Bonnie Dixon
Church Treasurer, Ext. 207
finance@fumcseguin.com

Michelle Finch
Receptionist, Ext. 201

receptionist@fumcseguin.com

Church Staff

Wednesday - March 1
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:30p NAMI Family Support Group
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
7:00p Lenten Worship, Chapel
Thursday - March 2
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study, Doss Home
Sunday- March 5
7:00a UMM Breakfast
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
3:00p Charge Conference
Monday -March 6
6:30p NAMI Support Group
Tuesday - March 7
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
9:30a UMW Of Action
6:30p Wkday School Brd Mtg, rm10
Wednesday -March 8
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
7:00p Lenten Worship, Chapel
Sunday-March 12
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary 
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday -March 13
10:00a My Healthy Child Program:
6:30p SPRC, HH
Tuesday -March
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:30p Missions/Evangelism Mtg
Wednesday - March 15
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:30p NAMI Family Support Group
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
7:00p Lenten Worship, Chapel

Thursday - March 16
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study, Doss Home
6:30p Board of Trustees
7:00p PFLAG
Sunday- March 19
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday -March 20
6:30p NAMI Support Group
Tuesday -March 21
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:30p Fiance Commitee Mtg, HH
Wednesday -March 22
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Ash Wednesday Worship
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
7:00p Lenten Worship, Chapel
Thursday -March 23
5:00p Whole Food Plant Based Potluck, HH
Saturday- March 25
8:00 Habitat Workday 
Sunday - March 26
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday - March 27
9:00a Silver Needlers, Rm10 
Tuesday - March 28
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:30p Church Council Mtg, HH
Wednesday -March 29
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
7:00p Lenten Worship, Chapel
Thursday -March 30
10:00a  Ladies Bible Stuy, Parlor


