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Plan to Give!
Pastor Cathe Evins

Each of you must give as you have made
up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2
Corinthians 9:7, NRSV)
My first experience with Planned Giving
began when I was a teenager. Our hometown
bank offered a Christmas Club account. The
plan was: each month you put a set amount of
money into a Christmas Club savings account.
It accumulated interest and then in December,
the account would terminate and you would
receive the funds that you’d deposited PLUS
the interest and voila….you had shopping
money for Christmas gifts! Then that same
month, you would start a new Christmas Club
account for the upcoming year.
On Sunday, November 13th, we will celebrate Consecration Sunday. That is the day we
present our pledges for our Planned Giving to
the church for 2023. By now, you should have
received a letter and pledge card in the mail.
There is no doubt that giving a portion of our
resources back to God is biblically mandated:
Proverbs 3:9-10 Honor the LORD with
your wealth, with the first fruits of all your
crops.2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of you should
give what you have decided in your heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.
Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into
the storehouse, that there may be 		
food in my house. Test me in this,” says the
LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out
so much blessing that there will not be room
enough to store it.
Planned giving has two parts to it: 1) Desire
/intention and 2) A plan/method. I wanted to
be able to buy Christmas gifts for my family……that was my desire and intention. The

Christmas Club was my method and plan for
doing that.
Do you desire to give to the Lord? Your
offering is an act of worship - a way of giving
back a part of what God has provided to you.
It’s also an act of trust…..that you believe that
God has provided for you in the past and will
provide for you in the future. It’s not optional
for Christians……numerous scriptures dating
all the way back to Genesis tell us that God
expects us to give an offering – and not the
leftovers, but the best we feel we can give!
Do you desire and intend to give to the Lord?
What is your plan/method going to be? A
pledge is the easiest way to plan your giving.
Many of our members use Electronic Fund
Transfer to fulfill their pledges to the church.
Others give a monthly check at the beginning
of the month. Some of our members are using the Tithely phone app, which can be used
to give a designated amount on a prescribed
timeline.
If you’ve never engaged in Planned Giving,
ask yourself, “Why not?” Please prayerfully
consider beginning this practice as part of
your discipleship. All pledges given on Nov.
13th will have a start date of January, 2023.
The amount of the pledge is not as important
as taking on the discipline of following up your
intention to give with a plan of action. That
is true with every aspect of our discipleship.
We may say we want to be Christlike (that’s
our intention), but we also have to attempt to
practice that daily in our behavior and attitudes
(that’s our method and plan). Through our
Planned Giving, we can honor God and be a
blessing in our ministries together as the Body
of Christ at FUMC Seguin. Surely that is what
God intends for us. Please prayerfully consider
your plan and pledge! Blessings, Cathe
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Pastor Ray
Perales
Greetings Church,
I wrestled with writing this entry for The
Scroll, struggling with which subject to cover,
essentially facing a case of writer’s block, so
to speak. Writer’s block entails not knowing
what to write or having nothing to write. My
dilemma has been different. We are in a state
of tension in our church, and I’m not referring
to any sense of anxiety, although, for some, that
has been the case. Instead, what I mean is that
we are in a state of transition while also being
in a state of normalcy.
The transition to which I refer, as most
everyone knows, relates to the upcoming vote
on disaffiliation from The United Methodist
Church and the process of discernment that
we are currently undertaking. No one knows
which direction this congregation will take, nor
what each pathway holds for our future. As
important as this is, however, we cannot allow
this to be the central focus of our worship community. To do so would be to supplant Christ,
the One who is always to be at the center of
all that we do, both as a congregation and as
individual disciples.
The state of normalcy I mention is our
ongoing ministry to one another and to our
community. We are coming out of a momentous month for our church. We held our annual

Pumpkin Patch, one of the key events for the
community of Seguin, not just for our church.
We helped Seguin Animal Services with an
adoption clinic and held our Blessing of the
Animals service. Our second annual Community Rummage Sale was successful, with
more participation than last year, an increase in
net profit, and participation from Chick-fil-A.
Trunk or Treat is days away, and will undoubtedly be the success it has been year in and year
out. We are partnering with HEB for Thanksgiving dinners and Communities in Schools for
Christmas outreach to students in need here in
our community. Ramps continue to be built,
homes are being constructed through Habitat
for Humanity and Home-in-a-Week. To sum
up, ministry is still happening!
Where do we place our focus? My hope is
that we place it on the here and now. Educate
yourselves on the upcoming vote, certainly,
but let our energies in that regard be focused
on prayer and gathering information. May the
bulk of our efforts remain on the ministries to
which Christ has called us. That, I believe, is
how we honor Him best, and where the hearts
of the Methodists of Seguin lie.
Pushing Forward in Christ’s Name,
Pastor Ray

Year-to-Date Financial Report
September, 2022

			
Donations		
$534,375.00
Expenses		
$568,910.00
Expenses Exceed Donations by:		
$34,535.00
Checking Account Balance
Beg. Balance as of 1/1
$49,250.00
End. Balance as of 4/30
$14,715.00
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Mission/Evangelism Committee
Blessing of the Animals: We had a great
time at blessing of the animals. We had a great
turnout as well as 10 dogs were adopted from
our puppies in the patch event.

Rummage Sale: The Rummage Sale was
a great success. We had a great turnout for
donations and for the sale. As well, we had 14
vendors in addition to the Committee’s booth.
The addition of the Habitat for Humanity as
a vendor was a double bonus – they made a
couple of sales and got some publicity. Plus
they took all the leftover items from every
booth as donations back to the store – to the
tune of two full loads in their box-truck. A
special thanks to those that staffed the booth
all day – Cathy & Eddie, Kathy, Bill, Felix, and
Pastor Ray. Also a note of thanks to Angela.
Lynette, and Howitt for helping with the set-up
and clean-up.
Habitat for Humanity: The house build
at 503 Pine St, Seguin dedication ceremony
was held on Oct 22, 2022. I’d like to say the
house was fully complete, but we always seem
to have a few checklist items to get done after
the ceremony.
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Texas Ramps Project (TRP): For October, the Ramps team prepared the materials
for 3 ramps: one for the 1st Baptist Church,
one for Frieden’s Church of Christ, and one
for the FUMC team that we also built out on
Oct 21st. For our build, we had a nice, cool
fall morning and we had great crew to get the
old deck moved/raised and the ramp built. We
started with a quick removal of the old deck
stairs - made extra quick since they weren’t
attached. We’ll skip the safety talk on that part.
Then we lifted the old deck off the deck blocks
and moved it over so that it was up against the
home, then used 4 farm jacks to raise the deck
into place and attached it to the house. Next
was to replace the legs of the deck. The final
step was to add on a 48’ ramp to provide Ms.
Early with a safe/accessible way in and out
of her house. Her husband came out several
times and was quite impressed with our work.
I had talked to him earlier in the week and he
had expressed one concern - they had a doctor’s appointment that they needed to leave for
at noon. So he was very impressed when we
were done shortly after 11:00am. Thanks again
to Barry, Eric, Mike, and Howitt for the prep
work and to the build team of Bill, Brian E.,
Brian R., Cal, Clint, Eric, Henry, Mike, Ray,
and Travis. And a thanks to Brad S., Chris, &
Steve for loaning us their farm jacks.
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Wednesday Youth to Thrive
5:30 - 5:45 pm Games, Hanging Out
5:45 - 6:15 pm Dinner
6:15 - 7:00 pm Devotional

Pastor Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor for Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Wow, October went by so fast!! What a
crazy and beautiful month it was. The youth
stayed very busy last month with our Fall
Retreat at Cathedral Oaks and Youth to Thrive
in the Pumpkin Patch on Wednesday nights.
The fall youth retreat was amazing, with
youth from around our district gathering to
worship and fellowship together. The theme
for this retreat was “Fear Factor” with our
scripture coming from 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God
has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity,
but of power, love and self-discipline.” We
looked at how as youth we are all different.
We come from different backgrounds and have
had different life experiences. But yet we all
have some of the same fears. We fear what the
future holds, not being loved or liked by others,
being alone, that we are not good enough, and
sometimes even fear the successes we may
have. But God has a good and perfect plan for
us and as we get beyond our fears and step into
that plan, we can do and overcome anything
that is holding us back.
As we look to what November brings us
we are reminded to be thankful. Gratitude is
a very powerful thing to have. If we can look
beyond our suffering to all the good we have
or even look at our suffering as something to
be grateful for, we can begin to open ourselves
up to the consistent presence of God and
build a stronger relationship with Christ. As
I think of someone as an example of facing
true hardships but still faithful with a heart of
gratitude, I immediately think of Job. Job lost

everything: his family, health, and valuables
but he stayed true and faithful. His friends even
tried to waver his faith, but Job stayed faithful
and grateful. Job could see beyond the pain of
his suffering to the love of God and in the end
God did restore Job’s life. Job’s is a fascinating
story and I would like to leave you with this
scripture from Job 1:21 “Naked I came from
my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;
may the name of the Lord be praised.” So let
us praise the Lord under all circumstances.
“Praise be to God.”
Thankfully yours, Pastor Mel

Michelle Finch joined our church
family on October 2nd, 2022. Pictured with her husband and long term
member Jarrett Finch and children
Austin and Audrey

Doug & Becky Smock joined our
church family on October 23rd, 2022.

Bill & Janet Keller joined our church
family on October 23rd, 2022.
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Weekday School Director: Courtney Wieding

Director: Veronica Miller

Third Grade Bibles were presented during
children’s time on October 16th, 2022. We
were so blessed to have such a great group
of third graders and their families join us on
that special day.Let’s move forward and give
thanks for November!
Once again we are partnering with the
Weekday School in a food drive to help the
Christian Cupboard. Our students passed out
red reusable bags with a list of items that The
Christian Cupboard is requesting for their
Thanksgiving meal distribution. Our hopes
are to be able to provide 150 Thanksgiving
Meal Bags from our church.
This month we have a choir performance
scheduled for November 13th. If your child
hasn’t already joined us in choir, it’s never too
late. If your family attends the 10:30 services
and you would like to participate, just come a
little early at 10:00- 10:15 and sing with us in
Knolle Chapel. We are looking forward to and
planning our Children’s Christmas Pageant.
Save the date for Sunday, December 11th and
check our midweek news for updates.
Celebrate Wonder Fall Bible verse: “My
mouth speaks wisdom; my heart’s meditation is full of insight.” (Psalm 49:3) Unit 3
Faith Word: Voice: To speak up about what
you believe. Elijah and the Ravens (1 Kings
17: 1-7) Elisha and the Widow’s Jars (2
Kings 4:1-7) Isaiah is Called (Isaiah 6:1-8) A
Time is Coming (Jeremiah23:5)
For more information, please contact Veronica Miller, Children’s Ministry Director at

childrensministry@fumcseguin.com or call the
church office at (830) 379-4112. Thank you!
Sunday school meets in room 208 (prek4 to 5th
Grade) 9:15 to 10:15am. Music is held from
10 to 10:15 in Knolle Chapel.
The nursery is available for children 4 years
and under during the hours of 7:45 to 11:45am.
If you are visiting please sign your children in
to the nursery and let our staff know how to
reach you if necessary.
Children’s Church: David Cook Curriculum
Children are invited during the 10:30 services
to join Ms. Berny for worship, and to learn
God’s ways with games, crafts, and of course
Bible lessons. Children’s Church is held in
Hierholzer Hall.
Peace and Love, Veronica Miller

Our Fall semester is still in full swing as we
say goodbye to the beautiful and orange filled
pumpkin patch and howdy to red again. We are
collecting Red Bags filled with Thanksgiving
sides for the Christian Cupboard. Last year our
students delivered 150 filled bags and we have
a goal of adding 25 to that this year! Red bags
were distributed the last Sunday of October but
may also be found on the tables outside of the
Sanctuary and CLC.
This month we will also begin our annual
Poinsettia Fundraiser; sales will begin November 1st . The poinsettias are red, 6.5’ and
come in a decorated covered pot for $12.00/
each. Please see a Weekday School parent to
order or call the school office at 830-379-4116.
Our goal this year is to sell 800!
I know this is just the start to a busy season
of giving but from our Weekday School family
to yours, we want to tell everyone how thankful we are for your support and prayers for our
school. We hope everyone has a wonderful and
blessed November. Blessings, Ms. Courtney
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Church Staff

Tuesday - November 1
7:30a Pumpkin Patch Cleanup: Front Lawn
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
9:30a UM Women of Action
10:00a Tuesday Bible Study: Parlor
6:00p Wkday School Board Mtg: Rm10
6:30p SPRC Mtg: HH
Wednesday - November 2
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:00p Teach Me To Pray Bible Study: Rm10
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - November 3
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study, Doss Home
Saturday - November 5
8:00a Habitat Workday
Sunday- November 6
Daylight Saving Time Ends
7:00a UMM Breakfast, CLC
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
11:45a Children’s Ministry Mtg, Rm 10
3:00p Charge Conference Cluster: CLC
Monday - November 7
6:30p Discerning Pathways Listening Session #1
Tuesday - November 8
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
10:00a Matter of Balance
6:00p Emmaus Reunion Group: HH
6:30p Missions/Evangelism Mtg: HH
Wednesday - November 9
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - November 10
10:00a Matter of Balance
Saturday - November 12
9:00a Home in a Week PreBuild, Gruene
Sunday - November 13
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC

Monday - November 14
10:00a My Healthy Child Program:
Tuesday - November 15
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
10:00a Matter of Balance
6:30p Finance Mtg, HH
Wednesday - November 16
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - November 17
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study, Doss Home
6:30p Board of Trustees Mtg, HH
Sunday - November 20
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
12:00p Hanging of the Greens, Sanctuary
Tuesday - November 22
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
Wednesday - November 23
Church Office Closed
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
Thursday - November 24
Church Office Closed
Friday - November 25
Church Office Closed
Saturday - November 26
12:00p 30 Hour Famine
Sunday - November 27
12:00a 30 Hour Famine
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Tuesday - November 29
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
10:00a Matter of Balance
Wednesday - November 30
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, Music Room

Rev. Cathe Evins
Senior Pastor, Ext. 204
pastorcathe@fumcseguin.com
Rev. Ray Perales
Associate Pastor, Ext. 203
pastorray@fumcseguin.com
Rev. Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor, Ext. 206
pastormelissa@fumcseguin.com
Courtney Wieding
Weekday School Director, Ext. 210
school@fumcseguin.com
Veronica Miller
Children’s Ministry Director, Ext. 205
childrensministry@fumcseguin.com
Danna Myers
Wesley Nurse, Ext. 306
dmyers@mhm.org
Keith Robinson
Music Director, Ext. 208
nkrobin@satx.rr.com
Scott Wilkinson
Seasons Music Director
Shirley Otero
Organist
Melissa DePalermo
Office Manager, Ext. 202
office@fumcseguin.com
Bonnie Dixon
Church Treasurer, Ext. 207
finance@fumcseguin.com
Michelle Finch
Receptionist, Ext. 201
receptionist@fumcseguin.com

