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There is a lot of discussion happening around the church lately regarding disaffiliation. Individuals with 
strong opinions can be found on both sides of the issue.  Open the internet and run a web search and 
you will get hundreds of articles with enough information to make your head spin. The process feels like 
it can rival the best run political campaign. This can make it difficult for the general lay person to find 
basic information on what is going on in their local church. 

So, what does disaffiliation mean? Basically, it means a church is ending its ties with the United 
Methodist Denomination. When people talk about “leaving,” it is not leaving the physical building that a 
church is in but rather leaving the organization they are associated with. Now why people want to leave 
the denomination is a little more complex. It goes back through a 50-year history in the United 
Methodist Denomination revolving around two issues: 1) United Methodist Clergy cannot perform 
same-sex marriages, and same-sex marriages cannot be performed in a United Methodist Church, 2) an 
Annual Conference cannot ordain a “self-avowed, practicing homosexual”. Each time the General 
Conference (governing body of the United Methodist Church) has met, these issues have come up for 
vote and have not been overturned. Even so, there are pastors in the denomination that openly violate 
the Book of Discipline and perform same-sex marriages, and, in addition, are in same-sex 
relationships/marriages. They do this without any form of discipline being administered. Many 
traditional Methodists, who just want to see the Book of Discipline upheld, are choosing to leave the 
denomination. 

Now you may be asking “If we leave the United Methodist Denomination, where will we go?” That is a 
valid question and the best answer I can give is “that is where the Discernment Committee and their 
work comes in.” They were tasked to gather information to present to the congregation, to enable the 
congregation to make an informed decision regarding disaffiliation. They have worked diligently to 
gather the information required by the Rio Texas Conference in preparation for our Listening Sessions. 
In doing so, they researched numerous options for our church and will be ready to begin sharing their 
findings shortly. 

I would like to thank the members of the Discernment Committee for their time and dedication to their 
task. It could not have been an easy job and I am grateful for the resources they are providing. Now 
church family it is our turn - our turn to read through the materials provided by the Discernment 
Committee. Our turn to watch the videos and look through the websites. Write down your questions 
and bring them to the Listening Sessions. Even if you don’t have questions, attend a Listening Session. 
And when the church calls for the vote next February or March: show up and cast your vote. 

This is our church home. It takes each and every one of us doing our part. 


