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Pastor Cathe 
Evins

Trusting in the 
Lord

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding;in all your 
ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5,6)

Many United Methodists believe that our 
denomination is approaching a crossroads. 
For several decades, the church has been at 
an impasse about the inclusion of LGBTQ 
persons within the UMC. The General Con-
ference, which was to address this issue, was 
postponed in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid. It 
is now scheduled to take place in 2024. Due 
to the postponements, a special session of the 
General Conference passed legislation in 2019 
allowing a process for churches to disaffiliate 
(leave the denomination). Additionally, on 
May 1st of 2022, a new traditional expression 
of the UMC…..the Global Methodist Church, 
was launched. Many UMC denominations are 
wondering what these changes mean for their 
respective congregations. There is a great 
deal of speculation and misinformation being 
shared on the web and social media about 
this issue. 

First and foremost, it is VERY IMPOR-
TANT to know this – each Annual Conference 
is handling the Process of Discernment and 
decision making differently. So the processes 
for churches in the Houston Conference or 

North TX Conference or any other Annual 
Conference do not apply to our Conference 
and church. Our Conference (the Rio TX 
Conference) has formulated its own Policy and 
Procedures for all UMC churches in our Con-
ference and those procedures must be followed 
explicitly for churches wishing to undertake a 
Process of Discernment and/or Disaffiliation. 

You can find information about our Con-
ference Policy in handouts at each entrance 
to the church, in our Midweek News, in our 
worship bulletins, and by accessing the QR 
code at the end of this article. Furthermore, 
our Church Council met on July 26th, and a 
motion was approved for the Church Council 
Chair to create a committee for the purpose 
of gathering  accurate information to present 
to the congregation regarding the options for 
moving forward as a church in light of the 
issues at hand. After the appointed committee 
has completed its work and the congregation 
has been thoroughly made aware of the issues 
at hand, a Church Conference will be held. 
Those present will vote on how they wish 
the church to proceed (to proceed with the 
Process of Disaffiliation, or to take no further 
action until 2024). Please keep this committee 
and our church in your prayers. Thank you….
blessings, Cathe
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Pastor Ray 
Perales

Habitat for Humanity Update

Texas Ramps Project

Mission/Evangelism Committee
During July, the Missions/Evangelism committee were involved in several projects and 

activities.  The committee assisted the United Methodist Women with the 1st Family Night 
event on July 27th.  The Mary Martha Sunday School class put together an additional 50 
“Bags Of Grace” that Church Members can pick up and hand out to individuals in need.  We 
are also working on upcoming projects like the Church Picnic (Sept 18th at Nolte Park), the 
Rummage Sale (Oct 22 - large parking lot), and Trunk-Or-Treat (Oct 31 – large parking lot).  

During July, we built 2 ramps for Guadalupe Co. families in need.  Through the warehouse, 
we also prepared the materials for another ramp for Frieden’s Church.  Both the ramps we 
built in July had existing – but very unsafe – ramps.  So both projects started with some quick 
demolition work before we could start the builds.  Now both families have a safe way to enter 
and exit their home.

Over the last several months we have built several wall sets for homes that are being built 
in San Antonio.  As of July, we are back to building a house in Seguin.  We started on Sat, July 
23 at the new build site by assembling the new shed at 503 Pine St, Seguin.  So if you have 
a few hours to spare on any Sat. morning, come on out to the job site.  As noted before, no 
experience needed and no tools required.  There is always work to be done for any skill level 
to help a local family.

Church Family,
Last month, I wrote about the looming 

split in The United Methodist Church.  Per-
haps “looming” is not the correct word, as we 
find ourselves in the midst of this division.  
To clarify, division is not always a negative 
response to a situation.  At times, it is the best 
option available, and when this occurs, it falls 
on the parties involved to make that division as 
amicable as possible, especially when dealing 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

At our recent Church Council meeting, a 
vote was taken to form a committee which 
will explore the process of disaffiliation, what 
that would mean for First UMC of Seguin, and 
then present that information to the member-
ship of our church.  From there, a decision 
will be made as to whether Seguin FUMC will 
begin the disaffiliation process at that time, or 
remain a United Methodist congregation for 
the foreseeable future.  I understand that this 
is disconcerting for some, perhaps for many, 
in our church.  I, too, am a lifelong Methodist.  
My great-grandfather was a Methodist local 
preacher.  The theology and teachings of John 
Wesley run deep in my family’s roots.

All of this being said, I am calling for a 
season of prayer.  Let us enter into a time of 
prayer collectively, as a church, for the Spirit 
of God to work in this process.  Regardless 
of where you stand theologically, my hope 
is that we can love one another through this, 
and come out stronger, spiritually speaking, 
because of it.  Let’s pray for the formation of 
this committee, as well as wisdom for each 
of its members, and for our congregation as a 
whole.  When it seems easiest to fall into our 
theological/political/ideological camps, let us 
instead do the more difficult work of reaching 
out to one another and lifting each other up to 
God in prayer. 

Praying, Hoping, and Trusting,
Pastor Ray

Reminder: Please turn in your volunteer 
hours for the “The 2022 Hours of Community 
Service in 2022”.  The hours can be turned 
weekly or monthly to the church office or 
dropped into the offering plate.  
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Year-to-Date Financial Report 
June, 2022
   
Donations   $359,013.00
Expenses   $382,115.00 
Expenses Exceed Donations by:  
      $23,102.00 
Checking Account Balance     
Beg. Balance as of 1/1 $49,250.00
End. Balance as of 6/30  $26,148.00

You Are Invited into the 
Gospel of Mark

Upcoming Events

Memorials Gifts
In memory of: 

Billy Warfield
From: 

Bob & Judy Hyatt
In memory of: 

John Evans
From: 

Steve & Sherry Baker, Atlee & Linda 
Fritz,Sam & Karen DePalermo, Linda Dietz 

In memory of: 
Leroy Stehle

From: 
Ruby & David Lindeman

In memory of: 
Margo Trost

From: 
Bob & Judy Hyatt 

In memory of: 
Marylynn Burress

From: 
Jim & Judy Price, Dee Chick, Bud & Alice 
Kirkendall, Seekers SS Class, Jo Blake, Dolo-
res Schwerdtfeger,Kathy Gage, Sam & Karen 
DePalermo, Atlee & Linda Fritz, James & 
Peggy Littlejohn, Nelwyn & Keith Robinson

In memory of: 
Marilyn King

From: 
Jim & Judy Price, Sam & Karen DePalermo, 
Atlee & Linda Fritz

In memory of: 
Pat Hill

From: 
Bob & Judy Hyatt, Kathy Engler, John & Janet 
Hudson, Ruby, David , Lisa & Susan Linde-
man, Carl & Kimberly Illhardt

In memory of: 
Rocky Bouquet

From: 
Bob & Judy Hyatt

In memory of: 
Rod Stevenson

From: 
Bob & Judy Hyatt

Pumpkin Patch Time 

Tuesdays, September 13 through November 
1, 10:00 to 11:15 in church Parlor, materials 
fee $8

Each week, you will receive a printed 
lesson with theologically sound notes, daily 
scriptures to absorb, and related questions 
and applications to answer in short, written 
responses.

On Tuesday mornings, participants volun-
teer their insights from the notes, scriptures, 
and answered questions.

Limited to 10 people for strong sharing of 
responses and fellowship.

One’s level of Bible knowledge is not an 
issue. Lesson format accommodates every 
seeker.

Fellow learner and guide will be Karen 
Aufderhaar. Her task is aiding progress and 
faith growth through this disciplined study and 
keeping good use of the time together.

To see a sample of the study..ask ques-
tions..secure your spot, please phone Karen 
(830.305.5500) or see her at FUMC (during 
10:30 sanctuary service).

Plans are coming together for Pumpkin 
Patch 2022. Mark your calendars!! Orange 
Sunday is September 25 and training. Patch 
Set up is Thursday, September 29. Pumpkins 
will arrive (in bins again) Saturdays: October 
1st and 15th.  Puppies & pumpkins and the 
Blessing of the Animals are Saturday, Octo-
ber 8th. We need everyone who can help to 
step up and do so. We will have both online 
and in person sign ups. Rose Williams, our 
scheduler, can be reached at 210-287-2787 
and rosew1122@sbcglobal.net. The Pumpkin 
Patch continues to enable the church to reach 
out into the community with a wholesome fun 
experience throughout the month of October. 
All of October needs workers. If you can give 
an hour or a few hours, one day or several 
days, you are needed to make the Pumpkin 
Patch be a wonderful experience for everyone 
and for those who will benefit from the funds 
after the month is over. If anyone has any 
suggestions, please contact Barbara Vinson 
or any member of the Pumpkin Committee.
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Pastor Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor for Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Wednesday Youth to Thrive
5:30 - 5:45 pm  Games, Hanging Out
5:45 - 6:15 pm  Dinner
6:15 - 7:00 pm Devotional

What a whirlwind of a summer we have 
had!! It’s hard to believe that summer is almost 
over, and Fall is just around the corner. I am 
looking forward to the cooler weather and Fall 
football! This time of year always feels like a 
new beginning with a new school year, and the 
weather begins to change.

As the busyness of what lies ahead with 
this new school year, I am reminded that we 
may tend to over schedule or over plan the 
days that lie ahead. With so much to do we can 
find ourselves anxious about the days that are 
before us, trying to figure out what to do and 
what is a priority. We make our plans, and it 
never seems to fail that something happens to 
change our plans and bring added stress into 
our world. We find ourselves distracted and 
overwhelmed, not focused on what is impor-
tant in our lives. What is most important to 
you? Is it the relationships in your live? Is it 
loving God and your neighbor? Is it taking time 
in your day to show the love you have for your 
family, friends, and God? I know that when I 
get really busy, I have a tendency to take these 
relationships for granted. 

But here is the amazing thing! When we let 
God direct our steps, keeping the Spirit at the 
center of our lives and relationships, we are 
set fee to enjoy God and all the blessings God 
has placed in our lives. Psalm 32:8 tells us “I 
will instruct you and teach you in the way you 
should go; I will counsel you with my loving 
eye on you.” God is always by our side guiding 
us through the day. Let’s take time to just be 
present with the Spirit so that we can see the 
path God has planned for us. I can guarantee 
you that God’s plans are far more amazing and 
worthwhile then any plans we might make.

With that said, we have made lots of plans 
for this fall. This month we will celebrate going 
back to school with our "Back to School Blast" 
Saturday August 20th at the San Antonio Zoo. 
Come and enjoy this great adventure with us!! 
September:

Sunday September 25th will be a "Youth 
Day of Service" We will gather after the 10:30 
services, eat lunch and then head out in our 
community to serve. The service project is still 
in the works, so stay tuned.

October:
 The youth will be helping out in the Pump-

kin Patch for Youth to Thrive every Wednesday 
night from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. This is an 
amazing fundraiser and a wonderful way to 
connect with our community.

 Crossroads District Youth Fall Retreat Oc-
tober 8th and 9th at Cathedral Oaks in Wiemar, 
Texas. Come join in with other youth in our 
district as we enjoy this overnight retreat with 
fun, food and fellowship with "Fear Factor"
November:

 November is a time to be thankful and there 
is no better way to appreciate the life we have 
than to experience a 30-Hour Famine. This 
year’s famine will be November 26th and 27th. 

I pray that you let God guide your way 
through this next school year and may all the 
blessings of Christ be upon you.

Many Blessings, Pastor Mel
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Children’s 
Ministry News 

Weekday School News

Happy August!August is the month that 
many of us begin to prepare for the school 
year. Our students are not ready for summer 
to end, but at the same time they look forward 
to school starting and they miss their friends. 
I look forward to what the fall brings and pray 
for everyone’s schedules to have balance for 
all family members.  

Upcoming:Blessing of the Backpacks/ Step 
up Sunday, August 14, 2022

Once again I give thanks to all the volun-
teers that made Vacation Bible School a suc-
cess. We could not do this without you!

Celebrate Wonder Summer
Bible verse:  But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
(Galatians 5:22)

Unit 3 
Faith word: Scripture
Wise Writings (Proverbs 6:6-8; 10:1; 17:17)
Everything Has a Season (Ecclesiastes 

3:1-8)
Paul Writes to the Corinthians (1 Corinthi-

ans 12:12-31)
Paul Writes to the Philippians (Philippians 

4:8-9, 13)
For more information, please contact Ve-

ronica Miller, Children’s Ministry Director at 
childrensministry@fumcseguin.com or call the 
church office at (830) 379-4112. Thank you!

Sunday school meets in room 208 (prek4 
to 5th Grade) 9:15 to 10:15am.

NurseryThe nursery is available for children 
4 years and under during the hours of 7:45 to 
11:45am. If you are visiting please sign your 
children in to the nursery and let our staff know 
how to reach you if necessary.

Children’s Church Children are invited 
during the 10:30 services to join Ms. Berny for 
worship, and to learn God’s ways with games, 
crafts, and of course Bible lessons. Children’s 
Church is held in Hierholzer Hall. 

Peace and Love, Veronica Miller

Our school year is officially a little over a month away, but before we can say goodbye to 
Summer Fun Days, we also are needing to say goodbye to our Bears teacher, Ms. Becky Torres. 
After almost 19 years with the Weekday School, she is leaving to start anew with a local school 
district. Her creativity and boastful voice will be missed but we wish her the very best!! She is 
pictured above with all the students still in attendance that have spent time in her classroom! 
We love you Ms. Becky T.!

Our First Day of School will be September 6th and we still have a couple of openings in our 
Nursery, ages 6-12 months. Please call the school office 830-379-4116 or email Ms. Courtney 
at school@fumcseguin.com Blessings, Ms. Courtney Wieding
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Rev. Cathe Evins
Senior Pastor, Ext. 204

pastorcathe@fumcseguin.com

Rev. Ray Perales
Associate Pastor, Ext. 203

pastorray@fumcseguin.com

Rev. Melissa Lind
Associate Pastor, Ext. 206

pastormelissa@fumcseguin.com

Courtney Wieding
Weekday School Director, Ext. 210

school@fumcseguin.com

Veronica Miller
Children’s Ministry Director, Ext. 205
childrensministry@fumcseguin.com

Danna Myers
Wesley Nurse, Ext. 306

dmyers@mhm.org

Keith Robinson
Music Director, Ext. 208

nkrobin@satx.rr.com

Scott Wilkinson
Seasons Music Director

Shirley Otero
Organist

Melissa DePalermo
Office Manager, Ext. 202
 office@fumcseguin.com

Bonnie Dixon
Financial Administrator, Ext. 207

finance@fumcseguin.com

Michelle Finch
Receptionist, Ext. 201

receptionist@fumcseguin.com

Church Staff

Monday - August 1
6:30p NAMI Support Group, HH
Tuesday -August 2
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
9:30a UM Women of Action
Wednesday - August 3
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:30p NAMI Family Support Group
Thursday -August 4
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study, Doss Home
Saturday -August 6
8:00a Habitat Workday
Sunday -August 7
7:00a UMM Breakfast, CLC
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Monday - August 8
10:00a My Healthy Child Program
Tuesday - August 9
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:00p Men’s Emmaus Reunion Group, Rm10
6:30p Missions/Evangelism Mtg, HH
Wednesday - August 10
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
Sunday - August 14
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
11:45a Youth Council Mtg, Rm 307
Monday - August 15
6:30p Safety Team Leadership Mtg, Rm10
6:30p NAMI Support Group, HH

Tuesday - August 16
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
6:30p Finance Mtg, HH
Wednesday - August 17
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
6:30p NAMI Family Support Group, HH
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, MR
Thursday - August 18
6:00p Mom’s Bible Study
6:30p Board of Trustees, HH
Saturday - August 20
 Youth Back to School Bash
Sunday - August 21
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Tuesday -  August 23
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
Wednesday - August 24
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, MR
Thursday -  August 25
6:00p Whole Food Plant Based Potluck, HH
Sunday -  August 28
8:00a Worship, Sanctuary
9:15a Sunday School
10:30a Worship, Sanctuary
10:30a Seasons Worship, CLC
Tuesday -  August 30
9:00a Butterfly Quilters, Rm 200
Wednesday - August 31
5:30p Youth to Thrive, CLC
7:00p Choir Rehearsal, MR


